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Why is BCTHS going 100% virtual to start the school year?  Opening school 100% virtually and then carefully 
and cautiously moving into a hybrid model allows for a safe transition for all students and staff.   Eventually, a hybrid 
model – one that has some in-person learning alternating with virtual learning -- allows all students to receive the 
critical in-person/hands-on learning necessary for quality Career and Technical Education (CTE), even if for part of a 
rotational period.  If conditions permit (i.e., COVID-19 is dramatically reduced), the school can move into more in-
person learning without hesitation.  Conversely, if cases rise dramatically, the school could move back to a 100% 
remote/virtual learning. Moving cautiously allows the school to manage safe numbers in the classes, cafeteria, 
hallways, and buses. 
 
What is the first day of school?  The first day of school for ALL students will be Wednesday, September 2, 2020.  
The first two days (9/2 & 9/3) will be half-days, starting at 7:18 and ending at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Wednesday, 9/2/20 – Grades 9-12 Half day 
Thursday, 9/3/20 – Grades 10-12 (no 9th grade) 
Friday, 9/4/20 through Monday, 9/7/20 – NO school (Labor Day break) 
Tuesday, 9/8/20 – ALL students begin full days (remote/virtual)  

 
The half-day sessions allow students to meet (virtually) with their teachers to find out course expectations, 
procedures when virtual, etc.  Teachers will be inviting their students to their classes through the BCTHS email 
Zoom/Google Meeting invitations.  FRESHMEN - This will also be explained to the parents/guardians of freshmen at 
the Orientation on August 26, 27, 28 (see website page for specific times).  BCTHS also plans on having a brief 
virtual introductory meeting for 9th grade students on September 1 (more details coming soon).   
 
What will a student’s day look like?  After the introductory half-days, students will need to follow their normal full-
day schedule.  Students will log in to their classes via Google Classroom.  BCTHS staff have been trained in Google 
Classroom and most utilize Google Meet or Zoom as a video platform. 
 
What time does school start?  Just like pre-COVID days, school begins at 7:18 a.m. and ends at 1:54 p.m., with 
the exception of the first two half-days on September 2-3 (7:18 – 10:30).  Students will follow their schedules, 
including phys. ed., health, specials, and lunch and “move” from class to class.   
 
How will virtual classes work?  Students will log on to their BCTHS account and sign in to their respective classes 
through an invite from their teachers using their BCTHS email account. This should be familiar for 10th-12th grade 
students since this was the process used last spring.  Parents of freshmen will get an overview of how to do this 
during Parent/Guardian Orientation on August 26, 27, 28. BCTHS also plans on having a brief virtual introductory 
meeting for 9th grade students on September 1 (more details coming soon). 
 
Will teachers and students be “live” with each other or will lessons just be posted?  Teachers will be 
expected to give instruction “live” (synchronous) for part of each virtual class and instruction will be supplemented 
with links to the types of materials often used in class such as learning guides, materials, and resources.  Daily 
assignments will be given for all students. 
 
What if I do not have a computer?  10th-12th grade students can pick up a school-issued Chromebook to use on 
August 17-20.  9th grade students/parents will be able to pick up their Chromebooks during Parent/Guardian 
Orientation, August 26, 27, 28.   See the BCTHS website for details.  Students can also use a smart phone to 
access the BCTHS Google Classroom.  In some circumstances, the school will offer paper/pencil alternatives. 
 
What if I do not have the internet? On the BCTHS website, there is a list of internet providers offering free service 
during this pandemic.  Also, students can use the school’s WIFI from outside the building if needed.  All they need to 
do is use their BCTHS-issued Chromebook and the signal is strong enough from outside the building.  Security staff 
will be on hand during normal school hours to monitor any issues that may arise.  Note that students/parents are 
NOT allowed to enter the building during this virtual period unless they have an appointment.  
 

https://www.bcths.com/News/103#sthash.zQiu6pA6.dpbs
https://www.bcths.com/News/103#sthash.IfD3N1rZ.dpbs
https://www.bcths.com/News/104#sthash.sKO93veC.dpbs
https://www.bcths.com/News/103#sthash.mHEe7s48.dpbs
https://www.bcths.com/News/103#sthash.mHEe7s48.dpbs
https://www.bcths.com/
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What if my BCTHS Chromebook doesn’t work?  Students should fill out a help desk ticket located on the school’s 
website under “Students” tab.  The IT staff will be able to swap out an unusable Chromebook as long as a help desk 
ticket was submitted.   
 
How will attendance be taken?  Attendance will be taken every day in every class, so students will be required to 
sign in with every teacher on every day during their designated class time.   
 
What if my child is sick?  If a student is sick/ill, please call the school’s attendance line, 215-949-1700 ext. 2979, 
just like in the past.  Excuse notes should be sent to attendance@bcths.com. 
 
Can my child go on co-op during the Pandemic?  Possibly.  Students may be able to go on co-op if the employer 
follows COVID health and safety guidelines.  Students and parents may also need to sign a waiver with the 
employer.  Details still need to be worked out, but BCTHS is optimistic that co-op can continue as long as the region 
sees low number s of COVID cases -- as defined by the state and regional health officials.  
 
Do students have to do the assignments (does this count)?   Yes. Virtual classes do count as do any 
assignment the teachers assign, just like in-person classes (pre-COVID era).  Assignments should be completed on 
a daily basis and/or when due.  These assignments will be graded and added into the school’s grading system, 
Skyward.  Parents will be able to check their child’s grades in Skyward just as they have always done.  These 
assignments will count towards a student’s overall grade and GPA. 
 
My child has an IEP/GIEP and/or a 504 plan.  How will you make accommodations?  Since BCTHS is closed 
for all students, the special education department and pupil services are working diligently to provide your child’s 
GIEP, or 504 plan, or IEP to the maximum extent necessary and possible given the limitations of a virtual platform.  
Parents/Students are encouraged to reach out to the child’s case manager or the Supervisor of Special Education to 
discuss the specifics of implementation and any questions or concerns you may have.  Please know that BCTHS 
personnel will give their best faith effort to provide a continuity of education for all of its students. 
 
How will students get their textbooks?  BCTHS is developing a process for students to pick up the necessary 
textbooks/resources needed.  Once these details are finalized, the school will post in the FAQs.  In many classes, 
teachers will be using online materials and resources, and programs through Google Suite, so it is possible that no 
textbooks would be used in certain classes.  

 
When will the school move into a hybrid? Assuming the regional COVID-19 cases move downward and the 
school can put as many safeguards in place, BCTHS hopes to have approximately 25% of the students (half of the 
students on their tech rotation) coming into the building on a rotating basis beginning on Tuesday, October 13.  This 
allows all students and teachers to have two full rotations with all of the students.  Please understand that this date 
is flexible and will depend on current COVID conditions and logistics creating a safe and healthy learning 
environment. 
 
Explain how the hybrid model would work?  Depending on the region’s COVID status and the school’s ability to 
maintain safe distancing and other protocols surrounding COVID, the next step would be to rotate in one-half of the 
technical rotation of students each day to attend in-person instruction. This is approximately 25% of the student 
population (half of half) that would be in the school on any given day. During this introduction to in-person instruction 
for technical students, academic instruction would remain 100% virtual. 
 
  

mailto:attendance@bcths.com
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When would the school move to more students being in the building for live/in-person instruction? 
Depending on COVID conditions, the school would move from 25% of the students having in-person technical 
education to having 50% of the students in the building, so that 25% of the students would be in a technical class 
while another 25% of the students would be in academic classes.  The remaining 50% of the students would 
continue virtual learning with their teachers. The remaining 50% of the students would continue virtual learning via 
live streaming with their teachers.  This A/B Hybrid Model would alternate every other day, giving students in-person 
learning with their teachers 2-3 times per week for all of their classes.  Current projections for this A/B (50-50) hybrid 
would be some time after the first marking period, but only if conditions permit.  Students with specific learning 
needs will have the opportunity to be in school every day.  Attendance will be taken within each class, regardless of 
the instruction being in-person or remote. 
 
What is the best way to reach my teacher?  During online classes, the best way is through email. 
 
What about …..?  Contact the teacher for class-specific questions and issues.  BCTHS encourages you to 
communicate with the teacher regarding assignments, extra help, make-up work, etc.  For other questions, please 
contact the school’s administrative team: 
 

Leon Poeske (pay-ski)  Administrative Director  lpoeske@bcths.com 
Hank DeGeorge  Asst. Director   hdegeorge@bcths.com 
Robert Azar   Principal   razar@bcths.com 
Lynthia Scott   Asst. Principal   lscott@bcths.com 
Kevin Gentilcore  Supv. of Pupil Services kgentilcore@bcths.com 
Pegeen Kopera  Supv. of Special Education pkopera@bcths.com 
 

 
BCTHS will continue to add to these FAQs as necessary. 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:lpoeske@bcths.com
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When BCTHS has in-person instruction . . .  
 
Face Coverings 

• Face coverings will be required for all students and staff and must be worn per state orders/directives. 

• Bucks County and BCTHS are in the process of ordering face shields and masks for students and staff but 
the expectation is that all students and staff will have their own face covering. 

• BCTHS will not continually re-supply face coverings, but hopes to have enough on hand if/when needed. 
 
Transportation 

• BCTHS will be allowing more students to drive to school.  Students will still need to complete a parking 
application similar to previous years. 

• Students who use school district transportation must adhere to each district’s protocols. 

• Revised procedures for loading and unloading will be implemented. 

• Districts have assured BCTHS that enhanced cleaning protocols will be followed. 

• Families should conduct a daily screening of their child(ren) at home, before leaving for school. 

• Face coverings are required to be worn while riding a school bus, van or sedan/cab. 

• There may be assigned seats and social distancing where feasible. 
 

Health Screenings 

• All students and staff should conduct a daily screening before coming to school.  This will involve monitoring 
for COVID-19 symptoms and recent exposure to someone diagnosed with COVID-19. 

• At the start of the school year, families will be required to sign the COVID-19 School Health & Safety 
Agreement that says they will keep their child(ren) home when sick and seek appropriate medical care. 

 
Social Distancing 

• There will be signs and floor markings to remind everyone of social distancing parameters and traffic flow 
throughout school buildings. 

• Clear physical barriers will be installed in reception areas and school offices. Layouts for desks, tables, and 
others items will be implemented to promote social distancing in classrooms and common areas. 

• Staggered times should be in place for hallway use. 

• Restrooms and other facilities will be monitored to minimize the number of in the hallways at any time. 
 
If a student or staff has COVID-19 

• If a BCTHS student or staff member is confirmed to be positive with COVID-19 or is suspected, or has been 
in contact with someone with COVID-19, BCTHS will notify the Bucks County Health Department and 
receive direction for contact tracing and next steps, which could include some sort of quarantine measures. 

 
Cleaning/Sanitizing 

• Hand sanitizer stations will be near the building and cafeteria entrances/exits. 

• Classrooms will also be provided with hand sanitizer and cleaning supplies. 

• Identified 'high touch points' will be disinfected daily according to recommendations. 

• BCTHS is equipped with EPA-registered COVID-19 virucide and disinfecting equipment/supplies to support 
increased cleaning protocols. 

• To increase ventilation, BCTHS will be replacing air filters, ensuring windows are operational and secure to 
allow for increased outdoor air flow and increasing circulation of air. 

 
Meals/Water Bottles 

• Students should maintain proper social distancing while traveling through serving lines and sit at assigned 
seats in the cafeteria, the lobby, or outside (weather permitting). 

• Students should clean their hands with soap and water and/or hand sanitizer before and after eating. 

• Students may bring their own water bottles and a few hydration stations will be available. 
 


